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CHURCH DECORATION. 

A SERIES OF ARTICLES. NUMBER THREE. 

THE most remarkable of the floral emblems is the Passion 
Flower— the common blue one. Its leaves are thought 
to represent the head of the spear by which Christ's 
side was pierced; the five points, the five sacred wounds; the 
tendrils, the cords which bound Him ; the ten petals, the ten 
faithful Apostles, omitting the one who denied Him (Judas) ; 
the pillar in the centre is the Cross ; the stamens, the hammers ; 
the styles, the nails ; the circle around the pillar, the crown of 
thorns ; the radiance, the glory. It is used on Holy Thursday. 

The Fleur-de-Lis, or conventional form of the Lily, is the 
symbol of the Virgin Mary, adopted in the Middle Ages. It is 
also an emblem of purity. It is always placed by the Medieval 
painters in the hand of the Angel Gabriel, and sometimes in the 
hand of the infant Savior, and of St. Joseph. 

Lilies of the Valley are the floral emblem of Christ. "The 
Rose of Sharon " and " the Lily of the Valley " are emblems of 
Humility. 

The Rose is also an emblem of Christ. 

The Laurel is an emblem of Victory and Glory, also of Con- 
stancy, as the leaf changes only in death. 

Ivy denotes immortality. 

The Laurestinus has the same meaning. 

The Star of Bethlehem is the emblem of the Advent and 
Epiphany. 

The Snowdrop and Marigold are emblems of the Virgin 
Mary, and of Purity and Truth. 

The Violet is an emblem of Modesty. 

Pansy (heart shaped) of Charity. 

Rosemary is dedicated to the grave; the custom of using it 
at funerals is thus explained by Wheatley : 

"To express their hopes that their friend is not lost for ever, 
each person in the company usually bears in his hand a sprig of 
Rosemary — a custom which seems to have taken its rise from a 
practice among the heathens." 

He alludes to their use of Cypress at funerals, " a tree that 
being once cut never revives, but dies away." On the contrary, 
Rosemary, which is always green, flourishes more for being 
cropped ; a sprig put into the ground grows well and rapidly. 

Holly, Ivy, Laurel and Box are Christmas festival plants. 

Lilies, Passion Flowers, Pansies and Violets are for Easter. 

Wheat, Barley, Grapes, etc., for Harvest Festivals. 



Moveable Feasts. 



Emblems— Fruit and Grain. 

An Apple is the emblem of the Fall : held in the hand of 
Jesus Christ it signifies "Redemption." 

A Cluster of Grapes is the emblem of " Christ's Blood shed 
for us." It is also the emblem of abundance and prosperity. 

The Vine is a symbol of Christ. It is also an emblem of 
abundance. 

Wheat is an emblem of Christ as the "Bread of Life." Also 
of abundance and rejoicing. 

The Olive is the emblem of Peace and Concord. 

The Palm is the symbol of Martyrdom. 

The Pomegranate is the emblem of the future life and of 
immortality. , 

Flowebs as Emblems on Feast Days. 



Epiphany 

Conversion of St. Haul... 
Purification of the Virgin. 

St. Matthias'. 

Annunciation or Lady Day 

St. Mark... 

St. Philip.... 

St. James the Less 

St. John the Baptist 

St. Peter..... 

St. James the Great. . . . | 

St. Bartholomew. 

St. Matthew.. 

Michaelmas Day 

St. Luke... 

Sts. Simon and Jude 

All Saints 

Circumcision 

St. Andrew... 

St. Thomas 

Christmas Day. . . 

8t. Stephen 

St. John 

Holy Innocents 



Star (Pentangle), 

Sword 

Crown and Nimbus... 

An Axe . . .. 

Crown with Nimbus, or Fleur- 
de-Lis 

Winged Lion 

Latin Cross tied to a long reed 
Club or Bat 

tau Cross. 

Two Keys crossed 

Pilgrim's Staff 

Escalop Shell 

Curved Knife 

A Purse like a Bag 

St. Michael vanquishing the 

Dragon 

Winged Ox 

Saw and Haller 

Bunch of Palms. . . | 

Eastern Cross (Pomme) 

Cross 8altire 

Builder's Rule or Square 

A Star 

A Stone 

Cup, with Serpent rieJug from 
it 

Palms and Snow-drops 



8tar of Bethlehem. 
Winter Helebore. 
Snowdrop, 
Mezereon. 
Marigold. 

Clarimond Tulip. 

Red Tulip. 

Red Batchelor's But- 
tons. 

St. John's Wort, Scar- 
let Lychens. 

Yellow Cockscomb, or 
Red Cockscomb. 

St. James' Cap. 

St. James' Wort. 

Sunflower. 

Passion Flower. 

Michaelmas Daisy. 

Floccose Agaric. 

Scattered Star Wort. 

Sweet Bay. 

Dark Red Sunflower. 

Laurestinus. 

Common Ascyrum. 

Sparrow Wort. 

Bolly. 

Purple Heath. 

Flame Heath. 
\ Blood Heath. 
( Snowdrops. 



FBA.ST. 


SYMBOL. 


FLOWEB. 






Commonpalm a Christ! 




Winged Ox 


Easter Eve 


Violet. 


Easter Sunday . ...... 


Winged Lion 


Lily. 
Lilies. 


Ascension Day 


Eagle 


Whit Sunday............. 




Pansy. 

Heartsease, or Pansy. 


Trinity Sunday , . . . 


Triangle in Circle 







Emblematic Colors. 

Colors are emblematic; and in the Middle Ages were always 
used by the illuminators and church artists with regard to their 
significance. 

Red, Blue and Yellow, or Gold, the primary colors : Red, 
signifying Divine Love ; Blue, truth and constancy ^ Gold, divine 
glory ; when united, are supposed to be good emblems of the 
Holy Trinity. 

White, signifying light, purity, perfect righteousness, is to 
be used by the Church from Christmas Eve to the Octave of the 
Epiphany, symbolising the purity of the Infant Savior ; but it 
is hot to be used on St. Stephen's Day, Holy Innocents, or Con- 
version of St. Paul. White, in an illuminated text, may be rep- 
resented by silver. It is also the color for Maundy Thursday, 
Trinity Sunday, Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage. 

Violet is the ecclesiastical color for mourning: it signifies 
passion, suffering and humility; therefore martyrs are sometimes 
Clothed in it. It belongs to Advent, Holy Innocents (unless that 
feast falls on Sunday), Septuagesima to Easter Eve, Rogation 
days, and Ember weeks. 

Red, the symbol of Divine Love and illumination (as flame), 
belongs to Pentecost ; and as the emblem of blood shed for the 
Feast of the Martyrs on Whitsuntide. 

Blue signifies truth and constancy ; when sprinkled with gold 
stars it signifies Heaven. It is not an ecclesiastical color, but 
(as symbolical of Heaven or truth) forms a beautiful and signifi- 
cant ground for a text. 

Green, the emblem of eternal spring, hope, immortality and 
conquest, is used on all Sundays. 

Gold or Yellow signifies Glory, the goodness of God, Faith ; 
it should be used on texts only for the Divine Name. Dingy 
yellow signifies deceit. 

Black is used only on Good Friday It is symbolical of death 
and extreme grief. It is used also at funerals, frequently com- 
bined with white. 

Purple signifies royalty, love, passion and suffering. It is the 
color often worn by martyrs as well as by kings. After His 
resurrection, Christ is sometimes represented in a purple mantle, 
as the symbol of His kingly power. 

Violet and Blue are the colors of penitence, signifying sor- 
row and constancy. 

Gray signifies mourning, humility, and innocence unjustly 
accused. 



Symbolism or Precious Stones. 

Diamond : Light," innocence, purity, and joy. 

Sapphire : Hope, truth, constancy. 

Emerald : Hope, faith, joy and victory. 

Topaz: The goodness of God, charity. 

Ruby : Divine love. 

Carbuncle : Blood and suffering. Fjhre carbuncles on a cross 
signify the five wounds of Christ; they are placed in each limb 
and in the centre. 

Sardius : The blood of martyrs. 

The Amethyst signifies sorrow,- deep love, and suffering, in 
accordance with its color. 

The Pearl is the emblem of purity, innocence, and humility. 



Obt opposite page we show a corner of a room, with mantel 
and fireplace, the iron and metal work being from the Murdock 
Grate Co. The mantel jg of antique quartered oak, hand carved. 
The wrought iron screen frame shown in side of tile (in the fire 
opening) is a wide departure from the ordinary treatment of this 
particular feature of the fireplace in general, and has been re- 
ceived with much pleasure by architects and fine trade. The 
facing and hearth are the "Trent", art tile. The room is finished 
in cherry, with quartered oak floor, and is shelved on three 
sides to a height of eight feet ; the shelves hold every variety of 
tile of French, English, Dutch and American make, and the cus- 
tomer sitting in front of the tile tables (of which there are two, 
measuring 0x4-6), is enabled, without leaving his seat, to see 
almost every variety of tile made. The room is lighted from 
one end with a beautiful stained glass window, one of Redding, 
Baird & Co.'s best. 
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CORNER OP ROOM SHOWING TIIiED PIRB OPENING, GRATE AND MANTEL. 
DESIGNED BY MURDOCK PARLOR GRATE CO., BOSTON. 



